'Physics,9 he said, with a dogged air, 'always tacitly
admitted that time tokens had an absolute significance
But that was before the theory of relativity *
Ungern interrupted him
'The theory of relativity ?' he repeated interrogatively
For the last few moments Abram could not make head
or tail of the conversation  Still, he reflected with satis-
faction, that darned fellow Semion has scored off Ungern
Senuon went on talking, slowly  He quoted the names of
foreign comrades unknown to Abram  Lorentz, Riemann,
Mmkowski  I  hope he  doesn't forget  anything,  said
Abram to himscll, I hope he doesn't make any mistake
Now, you swine, you're going to see whether a Communist
can be a mathematician
'So,' said Semion, warming to his woik, ewe have one
system of co-oiclmates G, and another system of co-
ordinates C15
Abram watched the expression on Ungern's face
anxiously System of co-ordinates? What on earth did
that mean? But Ungern seemed to know what it was all
about
"I may quote you the classic example of the tiain,'
said Semion CA man throws a stone out of a coach-
window . '
The classic  example of the tiain          The wagon
jolted along Floating on the surface ol a cup filled with
oil, a lit wick kept time with the jolts The tiny blob of
light illuminated a bit oi wall, boots, a nose, a sleeve,
a fur cap Now and again the flame leapt up, drawing out
of the dark a notice 'Men 40, horses 8', and a medley
of bodies and sacks on the floor
'The man drops the stone out of the window without
imparting any motion to it Then what happens? * '
The train braked to a sudden stop* Into the silence rose
snores, wheezes, a fit of coughing A voice made itself
heard, as though it was pursuing an interrupted convcrsa-
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